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Elijah Makes New Friends is a heartwarming story 
about a young boy who understands his friends’ 
differences. It doesn’t matter if  a new friend is a 
different color, in a wheelchair or bigger than the 
other kids. Elijah learns that there is no reason to 

be a bully. No two people are alike, so being 
different is okay! Classroom Activities



It doesn’t matter if  a new friend is a different color, 
in a wheelchair or bigger than the other kids.
 There is never a good reason to be a bully! 

No two people are alike. Being different is okay! 



Classroom Activities

Classroom Introductions
This activity gives children an opportunity to see that everyone is 
special, yet they can find things in common. Even though a child 
may seem different, that’s okay! They are not so different after all. 

1. Read Elijah Makes New Friends 
2. Pair up the children in the classroom. There may be one group 
of  three. 
3. Each child must learn four things about his or her partner. 
4. The four things include: 
 (1) Name 
 (2) Favorite Food
 (3) One thing they have in common (i.e. they are both good at math or they both like soccer)
 (4) A unique hobby or fun fact that makes the other child special (i.e. he or she plays the drums or was born   
 in a different country)
5. Each child must introduce the other child by telling the class the four things learned about his or her partner.

Not So Different After All Game
The purpose of  this activity is to demonstrate that students have more in common with each other than they might 
think. 

1. Read Elijah Makes New Friends. 
2. Tell the students to pay close attention to the game. At the end 
of  the game, they will be asked to discuss what they learned about 
other students.
3. Use masking tape to divide the room. 
4. Ask all the students to stand on one side of  the tape. 
5. The teacher will call out instructions for the students. Come 
up with instructions that work for your classroom. Here are some 
examples:
 (1) “Everybody with brown hair, stand on the other side of     
 the tape.” 
 (2) “Everybody who has a brother, stand on the other side    
 of  the tape.”
 (3) “Everybody who loves baseball, stand on the other side of  the tape.”
 (4) “Everybody who speaks Spanish, stand on the other side of  the tape.”
6. When the class is divided, ask the students to look around and see who is on their side of  the room. Then, ask 
them all to go back to one side of  the room. Continue asking questions. 
7. At the end of  the game, call each child up to the room one at a time. Ask the other students to raise their hands 
if  they had something in common with the student standing at the front of  the class. Call on the children who raise 
their hands to share what they have in common. Each student will be recognized to facilitate the feeling that he or 
she has a connection to other children in the classroom. 
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